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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT ORDERS RET .EASE OP PRISONERS 

1. PRESIDENT JOAQUIN BALAGUER, ON MAY 17, ORDERED THE 
IMMEDIATE RELEASE OF 20 PRISONERS DESCRIBED AS BELONGING 
TO "DIFPERENT EXTREMIST PARTIES." THE PRESS BULLETIN 
PROM THE PRESIDENTIAL PRESS AND INFORMATION OFFICE, WHICH 
ANNOUNCED THE RELEASE, DESCRIBED THE MOVE AS A "GESTURE 
OP GENEROSITY" PROM THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE. 

2. NEWSPAPER ACCOUNTS INDICATED THAT AT LEAST TWO OP 

THE TWENTY PRISONERS HAD BEEN SEEN OUTSIDE PRISON FOR MORE 
THAN A WEEK. 

3. AMONG THE TWENTY PRISONERS TO BE FREED WERE SIX 
EX-MILITARY MEN ALLEGEDLY INVOLVED IN THE ANTI-GOVERNMENT 
COUP PLOT LED BY EX-GENERAL ELIAS WESSIN Y WESSIN IN 1971. 
UNCONFIRMED RADIO REPORTS CLAIMED THAT SEVERAL OP THE PRISONERS 
WERE PORMER MEMBERS OF THE LA BANDA (PRO-GOVERNMENT TERRORIST 
GROUP ACTIVE IN 1971. 

COMMENT: VARIOUS GROUPS, INCLUDING THE SANTIAGO ACCORD 
PARTIES, HAD DEMANDED THE RELEASE OP "POLITICAL" PRISONERS 
BEFORE THE ELECTIONS. THE ACCORD MADE THE ISSUE A 
CONDITION POR ITS PARTICIPATION IN THE ELECTIONS. THE 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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PRESIDENT ASSERTED SEVERAL TIMES BEPORE THE ELECTIONS 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


THAT HE HAD APPROVED A PLAN FOR THE RET EASE OF PRISONERS 
BUT SAID HE HAD BEEN FORCED TO CANCEL THE PLAN AFTER THE 
ATTACK BY MOVIMIENTO POPULAR DOMINICANO (MPD) MEMBERS 
ON THE LA VEGA OEFICE OF THE CENTRAL ELECTORAL BOARD ON 
APRIL 3. 

HURWITCH 
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